Address: High Street, Harefield, Middlesex, UB9 6BT
Tel: 01895 462399

Email: office@harefieldinfant.com

HAREFIELD Web: www.harefieldinfant.com
Executive Head Teacher: Mr A . Sunner

Head of School: Mr J.Downs

Friday 24 October 2025
Dear Year 1 parents/carers,

Year 1 Curriculum Letter - Autumn (2nd half)

Message from the teachers

A huge well done to all the children for quickly settling into year 1 and for trying their best every
day to achieve their learning goals. We have enjoyed getting to know you and we are so excited
to continue doing so.

Thank you to the parents/carers for attending the parents’ evenings last term, it was a great
opportunity to catch up with you all. This letter will briefly outline some of the lessons that year 1
will enjoy exploring through the second half of the autumn term.

Our Core Values

Happiness: we spread joy to those around us.
Compassion: we care and are kind to all.
Respect: we treat others as we like to be treated.
Teamwork: we work well with everyone.

Year 1 Staffing

Redwood class teacher: Miss Wilcox

Ash class teacher: Miss Churchill

Year 1 learning support assistants: Miss Perez and Mrs Anielska

Communication

Please feel free to arrange a meeting should you wish to speak to one of the teachers in person.
Alternatively, you can email class teachers directly on the class email accounts and we will do
our best to get back to you within a couple of working days.

Redwoodclass@harefieldinfant.com

Ashclass@harefieldinfant.com

Homework

Each child will receive a printed copy of the homework, along with the answers every Friday.
Please return the homework to your class teacher on the following Friday. Every Friday we will
have a spelling test, which will consist of 5 words from the homework that week.

As mentioned in the previous curriculum letter, we have been using the ‘Read Write Inc’

approach to teaching early reading and phonics. Every Friday your child will be given a phonics
book to practice reading at home. Please return the book to school the following Friday.
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Autumn Term Learning
This half term we will be learning the following in each subject area.

English

Year 1 will continue reading a range of storybooks. They will focus
on retelling the stories in their own words. They will be looking at a
range of key grammar features and vocabulary and will use those
features to support them in their independent writing. Our narrative
focus will be Losing Tales. We will be using Knuffle Bunny as our
core text and the children will write their own losing tales, using the
same structure as Knuffle Bunny.

Numb- Bonds <7 10

Mathematics

In maths this half term, Year 1 will be learning about addition and
subtraction. They will learn their number bonds to 10, learn how to
write number sentences and learn how to solve both addition and
subtraction problems. Later in the term, year 1 will be introduced
to Geometry where they will learn about various shapes.

In Science, year 1 will be learning about materials, and then will use this knowledge to sort them
into different categories — attached is a knowledge organiser with more information about what
the children will be learning this unit.

In History, year 1 will be learning about ‘Significant Explorers’. In this unit, children explore why
some people are considered to be significant before going on to learn about some significant
explorers — attached is a knowledge organiser with more information about what the children will
be learning this unit.

In Religious Education, the children will be learning about ‘Gifts and Giving'. They will be
thinking about different types of gifts we can give and why giving is important by exploring the
Christian celebration Christmas and the Islamic festival Eid-al-Fitr — attached is a knowledge
organiser with more information about what the children will be learning this unit.

Design and Technology

This ‘Moving Traditional Tale Pictures’ unit gives children opportunities to develop their
understanding of mechanisms. Children listen to and role play different Traditional Tales and then
learn how sections of the stories can be made into a moving picture.
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Physical Education
P.E. will be taking place in Year 1 on a Tuesday and Thursday. Please ensure you send your
child to school wearing their P.E. kits on these days.

Redwood class will be doing Forest School on a Monday, which will replace the Thursday PE
lesson.

The outdoor P.E. unit this term is called ‘Invasion Games’. Children will learn different ways of
travelling, including moving backwards, sidestepping and changing direction. They will apply
these different methods of travelling as they move onto travelling with a ball.

The indoor P.E. unit this term is called ‘Dance: Starry Skies’. The children will experiment with
dancing with objects and pretending to dance with them. They make shapes with objects, their
bodies and others, hold them and move in them. The children copy and develop dance patterns
of their own to the music. The unit draws upon exciting stimuli that link well to cross-curricular
themes, including fireworks and astronauts.

Music
We are very fortunate to have a specialist music teacher in school every Monday and
Wednesday to teach Year 1 music lessons, focusing on singing and percussion.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education

The P.S.H.E unit ‘Celebrating Difference’ will explore the similarities Al
and differences between people. Year 1 will explore what bullying
means and will understand the importance of telling someone they trust
if they or someone else is being bullied or feeling unhappy.

Please feel free to contact us via the class email accounts should you have any questions over
the term ahead.

Yours faithfully

Ms Churchill and Ms Wilcox
Year 1 teachers
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